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The Border Gossip 

is produced six

times a year,

December & January

February & March

April & May

June & July

August & 
September

October & 
November

Also available to

read online  - 
www.bordergossip.com

Disclaimer 
The Editor reserves the 
right to cut, edit or 
refuse to publish any 
contribution and does 
not necessarily 
endorse opinions 
expressed by 
contributors.  Whilst 
care has been taken in 
compiling Border 
Gossip no liability can 
be accepted 
whatsoever for any 
errors, inaccuracies or 
omissions, or for any 
matter in any other 
way connected with or 
arising out of the 
publication of the 
magazine.

Many thanks to the volunteers listed below 
who deliver the Border Gossip to every 

house in the Middletown, Trewern, 
Buttington & Hope area  -

The Border Gossip is delivered, free of 
charge, to every house in  the Trewern 

Community Council area.   

The Border Gossip relies on advertising 
revenue and personal donations to cover the 
cost of printing the 700 copies which is done 

by  Kingsley Press, Claremont Grove, City 
Lane, Four Crosses, Llanymynech, SY22 6RJ. 

We hope you are enjoying reading the news 
and will 

continue to send your donations to 
Marion Hayes, 4 Breidden Meadow,

Middletown SY21 8BY 
(cheques payable to ‘Border Gossip’)

Thank you very much to all the advertisers,
especially those who have recently renewed 
their advert. Many thanks for all donations 

Tony Jones
Rachael Lee

Vic Pugh
Viv Pritchard

Caroline Clegg
Margaret Kenyon

Jean Bowen

Andrew Lloyd
Myfeda Hamer

Maggie Connolly
Brian Knox
Ian Bradley

Graham Balmond
Margaret Evans
Brenda Salisbury
David & Liz Leigh

Copies of the Border Gossip are also available from  -  

Kim Mountford
David Corfield
Dave Morrell
Sally Bailey

Philip Hughes
Maureen Andrew
Kate Urquhart 

Westbury Doctors Surgery
Buttington / Trewern School

Middletown Church
Buttington Church

Moo’s Cafe

The Breidden Pub
Green Dragon

Admiral Rodney
Halfway House Shop

Deliveries co-ordinator: Kim Sulway
Email—kimschick@outlook.com
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A note from the BG team: 

 

POLICE 
When it is less urgent than 999

Call 101 or 01267 222020

PCSO Gary Gwilt of Dyfed Powys 
Police at Welshpool

Gary Gwilt SCCH 8054/PCSO 8054
Email: gary.gwilt@dyfed-

powys.pnn.police.uk  

Defibrillators
Cabinets outside

Middletown Village Hall
& The Cefn Chapel

Enter code C 1 2 3, then turn knob
firmly to the right to open.

Any problems with either unit please contact 
Gill Corfield 01938 570260 or 07753 685 260 or 

Judy Evans 01938 570501 or 07751 041 350

Kim Mountford Kim SulwayMarion Hayes

Editor Treasurer / Advertising Deliveries Co-ordinator

The deadline for each issue is
22nd of January, March, May,
July, September & November.

If you have any questions, stories or interesting items to put in the border 
gossip please feel free to contact me through the

Facebook page or email me. Email is temperamental so I will send 
confirmation if I receive something. 

Facebook: Border Gossip or bordergossip@hotmail.com
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Welcome to the last issue of 2021! 
Thank you for all your support during the last year. 

The BG team would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year. 



Knitting / Craft Group
 

Meet alternate Tuesdays at
Trewern Community Centre 

1.30 -3.30 pm
Term Time Only

 

Contacts:-
Margaret 570518 

Linda 570529
Pam 570001

 
Join us for tea/coffee,
Biscuits and a chat. 

We charge £1.20 per session to cover cost 
of Community room
and refreshments 

Buttington Trewern Community Centre
Booking Secretary – Anne Jerman 01938 570320

Facebook: buttington trewern community centre

Weekly Events:

Monday

Bowls 01938 556243

Zumba 6.15 – 7.15pm

Tuesday

Knitting / Craft Group

Pilates Class

SaturdayFridayThursday
Ti A Fi

Wednesday

Ysgol Gynradd
Buttington Trewern

CP School
Head Master - Colin Jenkins 01938 570283   

 Please refer to website for school news.

School PTFA
Parents, Teachers & Friends Association

Chairperson – Karen Williams –

07772 260 382

Secretaries –  Kim Mountford 0781496476

- Kat Parkes

Treasurer – Lorraine Pryce - 07825 326 532

www.trewern.powys.sch.uk
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T HE LOG BANK

Logs for winter made easy

Hard or Softwood Logs for 

sale

Bulk or Bags

Tel 01743 884241

07977 599501
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Do you have a 
business?

The Border gossip is delivered to 
598 homes in the area. Why not 
advertise with us to reach more 

potential customers?

ADVERTISING IN THE
BORDER GOSSIP

1/8 page - £25 for a year
1/4 page - £50 for a year
1/2 page - £100 for a year

For further information
Contact Marion Hayes:

marionkhayes@hotmail.com
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 Buttington Trewern Playgroup
Buttington Trewern School

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri - 8.30am – 11am
Optional lunch club – 11am – 12.30pm  ~  £5 per session

Do you have a child aged 3 to school age? 
Are you looking for a fun, supportive pre-school environment for your child? 
Do you want your child to learn to socialise and develop their independence 

while being cared for by experienced, friendly staff? 
THEN BUTTINGTON TREWERN PLAYGROUP IS FOR YOU! 

We offer:
● A safe, secure environment with both indoor and outdoor play areas 
● Excellent inspection reports from Estyn and CSSIW 
● Close working links with Buttington Trewern school 
● Funding for 3 year olds (children accepted the term following their 3rd birthday) 
● 2 free sessions a week to families who are receiving income support 

Contact Play Leader Elaine Pattison on
07754338079 for more information

" Both of my children attended Buttington Trewern Playgroup and loved it. Having the chance to learn some 
independence and make new friends before starting school was invaluable", Mrs E Jones, Trewern. 

Buttington / Trewern
Community Centre

Thursday 9 – 11am. £1 per family
Lots of toys, games and crafts 

for children to explore and play 
with whilst interacting with 

other children. 
Children from new-born to pre-

school welcome along with 
their parent, carer or child 

minder.
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN 

SNACKS
Welsh and Non-Welsh speaking 

welcome.

Ti a Fi Group / Cylch Ti a Fi
Mother & Toddler Group

Facebook: Ti a Fi Buttington/Trewern
Canolfan Gymunedol 
Buttington / Trewern

Dydd Lau 9 – 11yb £1 y teulu

Llawer o deganau, gemau a 
chrefftau I blant gael archwylio a 
chwarae efo tra'n cydweithio efo 

plant eraill. Croesawn plant 
newydd-anedig hyd at oed ysgol 

efo'i rhieni, gofalwr neu 
gwarchodwr plant.

Dewch â’ch byrbrydau eich hun. 
Croesawn Cymry Cymraeg a'r di-

Gymraeg

Doors open from 9am
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● Domestic
● Commercial
● Industrial
● Inspection and Testing 
● Installation and Maintenance         

      

Rewires, Fire Alarms, Cctv, Networking, 
Solar Installations, Three Phase 

machinery and more
Email  - rles@mail.com
Mobile  - 07711430964

Tel  - 01938 570599
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Cefn Methodist Chapel, Trewern
Treasurer – Elaine Mountford 01938 570515 
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The Chapel needs YOUR support  , otherwise it is likely to 
close soon,  after serving the community of Trewern and 

Buttington since 1882.
Please contact Mrs Mountford  01938 570 515 treasurer,  if 

you wish to support financially but cant attend services.
- - - - - -

The  main room, approx 20ft x 20ft  can be let  out at 
other  times. There is a car park, kitchen, toilet and 

disabled access facilities.
Please  contact Mrs Mountford  for charges.

Cefn Chapel  Carol service will be 
held on Friday 17th December  at 
7pm  with preachers 
Terry and Eileen Jobling leading the 
service

The chapel will be festively 
decorated  so please mark the date 
in your diary and come along and 
enjoy singing traditional carols .
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Great Wollaston & Middletown Churches are inviting everyone to a coffee 
morning once a month in Middletown Village Hall, 10.30 till 12.00pm.
This is an event organised by volunteers on behalf of the Churches as a service 
to the community. The idea is to come along, have some company and make 
new friends .In 2019 it will run on the 4th Tuesday of the month.  It is a free 
event but  people are very kind and donations have helped to cover the village 
hall costs. All the cakes and drinks are donated by the volunteers.

Please continue to support us ! We enjoy your company and need help to eat all 
the cake! 

Future Dates:
28th April    

23rd June    28th july    25th August    22nd September
27th October    24th November    15th December

 

Middletown Three Cheers
Coffee, Cake & Company
Helpers - Roz Evans, Beryl Powell, Tony Hil

Contact – Sue Hill 07761056156

Future dates TBC
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Homefix
Plumbing & Heating

Local family run business with a 
friendly and reliable service that 
includes: 
● All Plumbing and Heating 
● Complete bathroom re-fits, 
               including tiling, plastering 

    and flooring 
● Oil Boiler Installation, Oil & Gas 

         Service and Repair 
● Installation of wood burning stoves 

No call out fees, free quotations

Please call Vanessa on 
01588 620250 or e-mail 

homefixplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
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Middletown Village Hall
Chairman – Stuart Hughes 01938 570504

Booking Secretary – Kath Onions 01938 570286
Treasurer – Judy Evans 01938 570501

www.middletownvillagehall.co.uk

Weekly Events:

Monday Tuesday

SaturdayFridayThursday

Wednesday

16

The hall is available to hire to new 
organisations, on a regular or one off 

agreement.  Also available for 
Christenings, Funerals etc.

Please get in touch if you would like to 
book or for more information. 



DONATIONS TO THE
BORDER GOSSIP

Timetable for Celtic Travel Bus Service X75 (valid from 3 September 2018)
The X75 service leaves FOR  SHREWSBURY from:

Buttington – Green Dragon 0748 0951 1151 1351 1546 1706

Trewern  - Little Chef 0752 0955 1155 1355 1550 1710

Middletown – Breidden Pub 0756 0959 1159 1359 1554 1714

The X75 service leaves FOR  WELSHPOOL from:

Middletown – Breidden Pub 0730 Sch 0955 1155 1355 1505 1705 1825

Trewern – Little Chef 0734 Sch 0959 1159 1359 1509 1709 1829

Buttington – Green Dragon 0738 Sch 1003 1203 1403 1513 1713 1833

 
Mobile Library Bus 

Powys CC have suspended 
all mobile library services 
until further notice due to 

Covid-19. 

Local Recycling
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Paper Bank – Middletown VH car park, to 
raise money for the VH. 

Clothes, Shoes Etc – Trewern School car 
park to raise money for the 
school PTFA.

We are very grateful for any donations we receive and thank you so much for all 
your support.

If you would like to make a donation please contact Marion. Every donation 
ensures we can keep producing The Border Gossip for you to enjoy. Thank you

Marion Hayes - marionkhayes@hotmail.com

We are extremely grateful for donations to ensure the Border Gossip can 
continue to bring you the latest news from the area.

 A big thank you to 
Roger & Mrs G M Ward,

Peter & Freda Davies,
Margaret Lee 

&
The church wardens of All Saints Church, Buttington. 

for their very kind donations.  

                        (Valid from 29 June 2020, Mon-Sat, except public holidays)



Ford Group of Churches
VICAR – Rev.Gregory Roberts    01743 851806
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Welshpool Library



All Saints Church Buttington
serving Buttington, Trewern & Hope

VICAR – Rev.Caroline Rhodes – 
01938 554245

CHURCH WARDENS 

    Mrs Jean Jones -  01938 570452 

       Mr Peter Stedman - 01938 554855

If you have any queries please contact the 
Church Wardens 

Church News
ALL SERVICES START AT 9.30 AM UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED
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DECEMBER 2021

Sunday 5th           Holy Communion
Sunday 12th         Morning Prayer & Praise
Sunday 19th         CAROL SERVICE BY  

CANDLELIGHT COMMENCING AT 6.00 PM
Friday 24th           CHRISTMAS EVE – 

CHRISTINGLE COMMENCING AT 5.30 PM
Saturday 25th     CHRISTMAS DAY – HOLY 

COMMUNION
Sunday 26th         NO SERVICE

JANUARY 2022

Sunday 2nd    Holy Communion
Sunday 9th     Morning Prayer & Praise
Sunday 16th   Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd   FAMILY SERVICE
Sunday 30th   Joint service at Guilsfield at 11.00 AM 
 TBC



Window Cleaner
           

Local Service for Residential
& Commercial Properties

Free Quotes & Affordable Rates.

     Mob:  07779837268
   Tel :  01938 570854
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

F  J  ROBERTS  DECORATING 
● Interior & Exterior Decorating 
● Wallpapering           
● Paint Spraying 
● Wall and Floor Tiling 
●

Tel: Frazer Roberts on 07969130011 
Email:  FRA3@ICLOUD.COM 
Public Liability Insurance 

DIY a problem? 
Well no more 

 
Call Peter Whitfield on 

07778162436
No job too small, for example:

 Decking 

 Flat pack assembly 

 Shelves 

 Grass and hedge cutting 

 General odd job 

Email peter@pwservices.co.uk 
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Answers in the next issue.



Powys County Council
County Councillor – Amanda Jenner   -   07800914446

Facebook.com/CllrAmandaJenner/  -  
cllr.amanda.jenner@powys.gov.uk
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Hello all.  I hope you are all keeping well as the winter months set in.   A few things 
to update you on: 

Buttington Incinerator
The planning process continues and by the time you read this I will have submitted 
a further response to the planning inspectorate following Broad Energy’s latest 
comments to them. It is likely that the next stage will be a public hearing to consider 
evidence. I cannot see this happening before February. With regards to the 
moratorium, you may be interested to hear that the Welsh Government Minister 
recently turned down a large scale incinerator in South East Wales, in particular 
due to there being insufficient need.  If you want to read the full decision, you can 
do so here: 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/welsh-ministers-decision-
letter.pdf 

Highways
I am pleased to report that persistent reporting of issues to the highways 
department has paid off and we have had some pothole repairs carried out in 
various places (Station Road, Pentre Gwyn, Moelygolfa area). Please continue to 
report any issues to me. 

I continue to report flooding problems under the Heldre Lane Railway Bridge. If you 
are aware of any other road drains that are blocked, please do let me know. You 
can also report these directly to the council here. 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/4636/Report-a-blocked-drain 

Please do let me know if you are aware of any salt bins that need topping up or salt 
piles needed. You can also request these directly from the council here: 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/9901/Report-a-Problem-with-Salt-bins-Gritting-or-
Footways 

Trewern Playground – Grant money for more equipment
In September, the Community Council and I submitted a grant application for some 
new playground equipment to go in the unused space in the Trewern play area. The 
good news is that we were successful in our application and we have been offered 
a grant for a substantial portion of play area equipment. However, we did not get 
allocated the full amount we applied for and so I am in discussions with the
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Community Council and I submitted a grant application for some new playground 
equipment to go in the unused space in the Trewern play area. The good news is 
that we were successful in our application and we have been offered a grant for a 
substantial portion of play area equipment. However, we did not get allocated the 
full amount we applied for and so I am in discussions with the Community Council 
about how we can continue with this project and what new equipment could be 
covered by the grant. 

Improvements to Local Footpaths
As mentioned in my last update, another potential project for our community is to 
apply for funding to go towards restoring and improving our local footpaths. 
Community Councillors and I have now met with the Powys Council Footpaths 
officer to discuss the opportunity and to consider the areas which could be eligible. 
The two areas discussed were the footpaths around the watery lane area leading 
towards the old railway line and back towards the A458, and also the Moelygolfa 
network to improve accessibility from both the Middletown and Trewern direction. I 
will keep you updated on this project. 

Planning Developments 
There are a number of live planning applications in our area – full details of these 
can be seen on the Powys Planning Portal. 
https://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Applications include a housing development in Middletown (land adjacent to Golfa 
Close Middletown, Gate Farm Criggion Lane, Moat Farm Criggion Lane, Land 
adjacent to Buttington School). Please do let me know if you have any questions or 
comments regarding these.   

Surgeries 
By the time this update has been printed I will have recently held a surgery in the 
Briedden with Craig Williams MP. I will also be holding one in the New Year with 
Russell George MS (details to be confirmed). 

As always please feel free to get in touch with me about any council issues you 
would like to raise or need assistance with. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and I 
hope you manage to take some time out from busy lives and are able to catch up 
with friends and family. 

Nadolig Llawen, 

Cllr Amanda 
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ARE YOU HOLDING AN
EVENT IN THE AREA??

We would be happy to advertise your event in the 
printed Border Gossip or on our Facebook page!
Free for charity adverts, donations accepted for 

business event adverts. 



Welshpool Brownies
For girls aged 7 to 10 years old.

Meet every Thursday 
Church House, Welshpool 

Brownie Leader 

Beverley Martin 

Welshpool Guides 
For girls aged 10 to

14 years 

Meet every Thursday 
Church House Welshpool 

Guide Leader 

Judy Evans 01938 570501 

St Winefrides Catholic Church
  Raven Street, Welshpool. 01938 555657

Father Johnson

Weekly Services - Saturday Vigil Mass - 6-30pm Sunday Mass 9am 
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Join us! (girlguiding.org.uk)

Do you have any repair skills? Would you be willing to 
volunteer your time to help your Community? 

Trewern Community Council are thinking of setting up a Repair Café, 
which would take place locally every month, to help local residents 
fix/repair items, through skills such as, woodwork, sewing etc. If this 
was to go ahead, we would need volunteers with the skills needed to 
fix items.  
Repair cafés are started by residents, with the support of Repair 
Café Wales, and run by the local community. At each repair café 
event, somewhere between 20 and 50 members of the public bring 
their damaged or broken household items for repair/advice. Typical 
items include electrical goods, technology, ornaments, clothes, 
bicycles for basic maintenance & guidance, jewellery and more! The 
repair café volunteers then attempt to repair the items. The visitors 
are encouraged to join in and learn how their item is being fixed so 
that they can attempt similar repairs in the future. 
Please get in touch with us if this is something you would be 
interested in. 
Thank you trewerncommunitycouncil@hotmail.com



Do you have a 
business?

The Border gossip is 
delivered to 598 homes 

in the area. Why not 
advertise with us to 

reach more potential 
customers?

ADVERTISING IN THE
BORDER GOSSIP

1/8 page - £25 for a 
year

1/4 page - £50 for a 
year

1/2 page - £100 for a 
year

For further information
Contact Marion Hayes:

marionkhayes@hotmail.c
om
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When contacting 
businesses please 
make sure you 

mention to them 
that you saw their 

advert in the 
Border Gossip! 
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The January 2022 lecture of the Arts 
Society Mid Wales and Borders takes place on 
Thursday January 27th and is titled 'Secrets and Lies - What 
Great Masterpieces Really Tell Us'  The speaker is Sarah 
Gathercole, an art historian.

Venue is the Powis Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool.  Start 
time is 2.30pm prompt.  Visitors are welcome, though a donation 
of £6 per person is requested towards costs.

For more details contact Dennis J Duggan 
djduggan@supanet.com  Tel 01938 555574 or Carole Joby 
carojoby@keme.co.uk  Tel 01691 658110

The February 2022 lecture of the Arts 
Society Mid Wales and Borders takes place on 
Thursday February 24th  and is titled 'In Another Man's Shoes'   
The speaker is Ellie Somme, who will talk about her father's 
work in the Norwegian resistance movement in the second world 
war and his activity as a spy for the allies.

Venue is the Powis Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool.  Start 
time is 2.30pm prompt.  Visitors are welcome, though a donation 
of £6 per person is requested towards costs.

For more details contact Dennis J Duggan 
djduggan@supanet.com  Tel 01938 555574 or

 Carole Joby carojoby@keme.co.uk  Tel 01691 658110
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Buttington Trewern CP School PTFA
We now have an outdoor permanent clothes donation bin 
located in the school car park. Please donate clean, bagged 
items if you are having a clear out. It will help us to 
raise essential funds to support our children in school. 

Thank you

Buttington Trewern CP School PTFA

Beer Barrow

&

Rainbow Hampers

Raff le!

£1 a ticket
Available from school PTFA members 

or by sending money, name and 
number to the school office. To be 

drawn on 20th Dec. 
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