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News from Middletown, 
Trewern, Buttington & Hope.

Facebook: Border Gossip
www.bordergossip.com

August & September 2020
#SupportLocalPowys is a Powys CC campaign asking all 

residents to support local businesses. Some were forced 
to close due to the Covid-19 pandemic, others continued 

to operate responsibly within the restrictions.  
Now as we come out of lock-down YOU can help them 

recover. 
Support local business to boost our 

community’s economy.
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The Border Gossip 

is produced six

times a year,

December & January

February & March

April & May

June & July

August & 
September

October & 
November

Also available to

read online  - 
www.bordergossip.com

Disclaimer 
The Editor reserves the 
right to cut, edit or 
refuse to publish any 
contribution and does 
not necessarily 
endorse opinions 
expressed by 
contributors.  Whilst 
care has been taken in 
compiling Border 
Gossip no liability can 
be accepted 
whatsoever for any 
errors, inaccuracies or 
omissions, or for any 
matter in any other 
way connected with or 
arising out of the 
publication of the 
magazine.

Many thanks to the volunteers listed below 
who deliver the Border Gossip to every 

house in the Middletown, Trewern, 
Buttington & Hope area  -

The Border Gossip is delivered, free of 
charge, to every house in  the Trewern 

Community Council area.   

The Border Gossip relies on advertising 
revenue and personal donations to cover the 
cost of printing the 700 copies which is now 

done by  Kingsley Press, Portland House, 
Llandrinio, Llanymynech, SY22 6SG. 

We hope you are enjoying reading the news 
and will 

continue to send your donations to 
Marion Hayes, 4 Breidden Meadow,

Middletown SY21 8BY 
(cheques payable to ‘Border Gossip’)

Thank you very much to all the advertisers,
especially those who have recently renewed 
their advert. Many thanks for all donations 

Tony Jones
Kath Onions
Rachael Lee

Vic Pugh
Ceinwen Jones
Viv Pritchard

Caroline Clegg
Peter Kenyon

& team

Andrew Lloyd
Myfeda Hamer

Eley Hart
Maggie Connolly

Brian Knox
Ian Bradley

Graham Balmond
Margaret Evans
Brenda Salisbury
David & Liz Leigh

Copies of the Border Gossip are also available from  -  

Kim Mountford
David Corfield

Olwen &
Dave Morrell
Sally Bailey

Philip Hughes
Maureen Andrew
Kate Urquhart 

Westbury Doctors Surgery
Buttington / Trewern School

Middletown Church
Buttington Church

Moo’s Cafe

The Breidden Pub
Green Dragon

Admiral Rodney
Halfway House Shop

Deliveries co-ordinator: Kim Sulway
Email—kimschick@outlook.com
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A note from the BG team: 
Welcome back to a printed copy of the BG.We hope you are well and 
have managed to keep up with the online issues. 

Some details may not be correct at the time of printing but as I dont 
know how long this situation will last I have left some things in this 
issue. I advise you contact the organiser before hand to check their 
situation !    

I have made the decision to hand the reigns of 
Editor over at the end of the year. If you are interested 
in volunteering to become Editor please contact me. 
kim-whitehouse@hotmail.com, 01938570830. 

Kim M, Marion & Kim S.

 

POLICE 
When it is less urgent than 999

Call 101 or 01267 222020

PCSO Gary Gwilt of Dyfed Powys 
Police at Welshpool

Gary Gwilt SCCH 8054/PCSO 8054
Email: gary.gwilt@dyfed-

powys.pnn.police.uk  

Defibrillators
Cabinets outside

Middletown Village Hall
& The Cefn Chapel

Enter code C 1 2 3, then turn knob
firmly to the right to open.

Any problems with either unit please contact 
Gill Corfield 01938 570260 or 07753 685 260 or 

Judy Evans 01938 570501 or 07751 041 350

Kim Mountford Kim SulwayMarion Hayes

Editor Treasurer / Advertising Deliveries Co-ordinator

The deadline for the next issue is 22nd September
If you have any questions, stories or interesting items to put in the border 

gossip please feel free to contact me through the
Facebook page or email me. Email is temperamental so I will send 

confirmation if I receive something. 
Facebook: Border Gossip or bordergossip@hotmail.com
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T HE LOG BANK

Logs for winter made easy

Hard or Softwood Logs for 

sale

Bulk or Bags

Tel 01743 884241

07977 599501
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Westbury Medical Centre Flu Season will start mid September

This year the clinics will have to be run differently due to Covid-19 
restrictions

Initially we will be targeting patients in Care Homes, shielding patients and our at risk 
patients who have a chronic disease ie:- COPD, Chronic Kidney Disease, Chronic Heart 
Disease, Chronic Liver Disease, Diabetes, Splenic Dysfunction, a weakened immune 
system due Cancer Treatment or disease such as HIV/Aids, our over 65’s, pregnant 
women ,carers, children under school year 7 will also be targeted early. For those aged 
50-64 we have to wait for further supplies from NHS England.

We will be running an appointment system, some of which will be conducted in cars in 
the car park and some of which we are hoping to be able to do in the building. Each will 
be operated on a one way system.

Please call the surgery on 01743  884727 to make an appointment. 

PLEASE be PATIENT with us as this is all very new to us and we are trying to keep you 
and ourselves safe from risk of infection.

Pneumonia Injections for over 65’s are available all year this is not an annual injection 
you usually only need one.

Shingles Injections are also available for 70-79 year olds all year and you only need it the 
once not annually

The BORDER GOSSIP needs you!!  
I have made the decision to hand the reigns of Editor over at 
the end of the year. My last issue will be December / January.
If no-one comes forward I’m afraid this will be the last issue 
published. 

We are looking for someone to volunteer to put the 
issues together and email to the printers. No research 
needed (unless you want to), all the information is sent to 
you via email. The information will need to be put together in 
a document on a computer, and emailed
to the printers in a PDF. 

I will be happy to show you the ropes and I can usually 
complete it in a day if my children let me. 
If you are interested in volunteering to become Editor please 
contact me. kim-whitehouse@hotmail.com, 01938570830.
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Knitting / Craft Group
 

Meet alternate Tuesdays at
Trewern Community Centre 

1.30 -3.30 pm
Term Time Only

 

Contacts:-
Margaret 570518 

Linda 570529
Pam 570001

 
Join us for tea/coffee,
Biscuits and a chat. 

We charge £1.20 per session to cover cost 
of Community room
and refreshments 
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N Buttington Trewern Community Centre
Booking Secretary – Anne Jerman 01938 570320

Facebook: buttington trewern community centre

Weekly Events:

Monday
Playgroup

Bowls 01938 556243

Zumba 6.15 – 7.15pm

Tuesday
Playgroup

Knitting / Craft Group

Pilates Class

SaturdayFriday
Playgroup

Thursday
Playgroup 

Wednesday
Playgroup

Ysgol Gynradd
Buttington Trewern

CP School
Head Master - Colin Jenkins 01938 570283   

 Please refer to website for school news.

School PTFA
Parents, Teachers & Friends Association

Chairperson – Karen Williams –

07772 260 382

Secretary – Heidi Bentley - 07723133318

Treasurer – Lorraine Pryce - 07825 326 532

www.trewern.powys.sch.uk
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 Buttington Trewern Playgroup
Buttington Trewern School

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri - 8.30am – 11am
Optional lunch club – 11am – 12.30pm  ~  £5 per session

Do you have a child aged 3 to school age? 
Are you looking for a fun, supportive pre-school environment for your child? 
Do you want your child to learn to socialise and develop their independence 

while being cared for by experienced, friendly staff? 
THEN BUTTINGTON TREWERN PLAYGROUP IS FOR YOU! 

We offer:
● A safe, secure environment with both indoor and outdoor play areas 
● Excellent inspection reports from Estyn and CSSIW 
● Close working links with Buttington Trewern school 
● Funding for 3 year olds (children accepted the term following their 3rd birthday) 
● 2 free sessions a week to families who are receiving income support 

Contact Play Leader Jenny Knight at 
buttingtontrewernplaygroup@gmail.com for more information

" Both of my children attended Buttington Trewern Playgroup and loved it. Having the chance to learn some 
independence and make new friends before starting school was invaluable", Mrs E Jones, Trewern. 

Buttington / Trewern
Community Centre

Tuesdays 9.30 – 11am. £2.50 per 
family

Lots of toys, games and crafts 
for children to explore and play 

with whilst interacting with 
other children. 

Children from new-born to pre-
school welcome along with 
their parent, carer or child 

minder.
Refreshments for children and 

adults included.
Welsh and Non-Welsh speaking 

welcome.

Ti a Fi Group / Cylch Ti a Fi
Welsh Mother & Toddler Group

Facebook: Ti a Fi Buttington/Trewern
Canolfan Gymunedol 
Buttington / Trewern

Dydd Mawrth 9.30 – 11yb £2.50 y 
teulu

Llawer o deganau, gemau a 
chrefftau I blant gael archwylio a 
chwarae efo tra'n cydweithio efo 

plant eraill. Croesawn plant 
newydd-anedig hyd at oed ysgol 

efo'i rhieni, gofalwr neu 
gwarchodwr plant.

Yn cynnwys lluniaeth ar gyfer y 
plant a'r oedolion. Croesawn 

Cymry Cymraeg a'r di-Gymraeg

Doors open from 9am
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● Domestic
● Commercial
● Industrial
● Inspection and Testing 
● Installation and Maintenance         

      

Rewires, Fire Alarms, Cctv, Networking, 
Solar Installations, Three Phase 

machinery and more
Email  - rles@mail.com
Mobile  - 07711430964

Tel  - 01938 570599

ARE YOU HOLDING AN
EVENT IN THE AREA??

We would be happy to advertise 
your event in the printed Border 

Gossip or on our Facebook 
page!

Free for charity adverts, 
donations accepted for business 

event adverts. 
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Nature Notes
This is a wonderful time of year to be enjoying our wonderful hills and valleys! Even 
though restrictions on our movements have been eased, I am staying local with my 
walks. On the Breidden Hills, there is plenty of wildlife to look out for throughout the 
summer. Fallow Deer can be seen on the hills at any
time of year, although it’s more common to see the 
hinds than the stags with their magnificent antlers.
 They are not native to Britain; but were introduced 
from Continental Europe by the Romans. Our local
 population are descended from animals which
 escaped from Loton Park in Alberbury during the 
second world war. The open slopes of Middletown 
Hill are great for a variety of butterflies such as 
Peacock, Speckled Wood and Meadow Brown. Small Tortoiseshells and Red 
Admirals appear in July and August. One tiny butterfly that is easy to overlook is the 
Small Copper, which is on the wing most of the summer. They can be found around 

      the gorse, bracken and bramble which is typical of Middletown 
      Hill. The rare Pearl-bordered Fritillary also breeds here in small 
      numbers, but by the time you read this, the adults’ flight period 
      is finished for this year.  Another insect that is a common sight 
      flying on the hills is the Speckled Yellow – not in fact a butterfly 

but a day-flying moth.
Overhead there are often Buzzards and Red Kites wheeling round, 
catching the warm air currents that enable them to gain altitude 
effortlessly without flapping. When I moved to Middletown in 1980, 
the Red Kite was a rarity in Britain, with only a few pairs in Wales 
and none in England. Now they are a common sight throughout our 
area; and seem to be especially common around Buttington and 
Hope. The Red Kite has been adopted as a logo by Powys County
 Council. The kite’s forked tail and long, narrow wings make it easy to separate from 
the more rotund Buzzard. Both these birds of prey are scavengers rather than 
predators, always on the lookout for dead rabbits. Buzzards also feed on large 
beetles and earthworms. One of our most conspicuous plants, the Foxglove, 

  attracts a great number and variety of bumblebees. The bees are 
  lured into the individual flowers by a pattern of ultraviolet 
  colouration. Although these patterns are invisible to us, they act 
  like landing lights at an airport. Foxgloves are beautiful but 
  dangerous: all parts of the plant are toxic. Now they are nearing 
  the end of their flowering period.
  There is a good network of signposted public footpaths throughout 
  the Breidden Hills and more generally in our area. During 
  lockdown, we were lucky not to have been cooped up in a large 

city without a garden or access to the countryside.  You probably noticed how much 
louder the birdsong was with so much less traffic on the roads. Wherever we may 
take our leg-stretch, jog, or bike ride, this is a wonderful area to enjoy nature, watch 
wildlife, and take deep breaths of our clean air! Enjoy your explorations, try out new 
footpaths, and stay safe! 
Simon Boyes 
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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to my Daughter and her partner, Emily Dart and Damon 

Jones on the birth of their daughter Paisley-May Jones 16/07/20.
I am privileged to be a grandma and Mr and. Mrs Clive Jerman are proud 
to be great grandparents. Thankyou for all the good wishes that have been 

sent to all of us, Helen D
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Uncovering the secrets of Beacon Ring to 
continue this Summer

From August 10–21, experts 
from the Clwyd-Powys 
Archaeological Trust (CPAT) will
continue their rediscovery of the
iconic hillfort at Beacon Ring on
the Long Mountain overlooking
Welshpool.  There will be Open
Days on August 22nd & 23rd for
members of the public to view progress, but access will be 
limited.  There will be no minibus service for the guided walks 
due to social distancing guidelines.  A small parking area will be 
available for visitors who have limited mobility – these spaces are 
available on the Open Days only and must be booked in advance. 
 
Email community@cpat.org.uk to request a space.

13



14



15



M
ID

D
LE

T
O

W
N

Middletown Village Hall
Chairman – Stuart Hughes 01938 570504

Booking Secretary – Kath Onions 01938 570286
Treasurer – Judy Evans 01938 570501

www.middletownvillagehall.co.uk

Weekly Events:

Monday
Bingo

Tuesday

Saturday
Whist Drive

(1st Sat of the month)

FridayThursday
Whist Drive

(1st Thur of the month)

Good Companions
(3rd Thur of the month)

Wednesday
Border Club

(2nd Wed of the month)

B I N G O 
Every Monday Night 8 pm 

Middletown Village Hall 
Everyone Welcome (over 18) 

Bus starts from       

Montgomery - 7.07 pm      

Berriew - 7.15 pm      

Welshpool - 7.25 pm

Trewern - 7.35 pm 

Membership Fee 10p. 

Garden Group
Jean Dorril

01938570570
Email – 

jdorril@yahoo.com
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Homefix
Plumbing & Heating

Local family run business with a 
friendly and reliable service that 
includes: 
● All Plumbing and Heating 
● Complete bathroom re-fits, 
               including tiling, plastering 

    and flooring 
● Oil Boiler Installation, Oil & Gas 

         Service and Repair 
● Installation of wood burning stoves 

No call out fees, free quotations

Please call Vanessa on 
01588 620250 or e-mail 

homefixplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
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Dear All,

At the moment there are no services in Middletown and Great Wollaston 
Churches . We will advise you as things change and we are working 
towards safely opening more of our churches . 

From August 2nd there will be a weekly service  at St Michael Church, 
Ford Church at 10.30 am . Everyone is welcome to attend as this service is 
for everyone across out Group of Parishes.   All relevant steps have been 
put in place to make this as comfortable and as secure an environment 
as possible . 

Our new Bishop Richard will be on a Prayer Pilgrimage from Hereford . As 
part of this we are delighted to welcome him to Ford Church on Saturday 
5th September at 10.30am . Bishop Richard took up his post earlier this 
year but of course has found it difficult to meet everyone in the current 
climate. We are very much looking forward to welcoming  him in 
September . 

He is also  visiting us to lead worship on Sunday October 18th . Church 
and time to be confirmed and it will be a group service . 

Another key date is the 20th September 2020 . Across the Diocese of 
Hereford this is a day where  gifting to our Churches is being 
encouraged . Obviously we still have the insurance to pay, the grass and 
upkeep to deal with but no services or events to help us fund this. It 
takes a lot of money and of course our lovely fund raising events  are on 
hold.  So please make a gift to your church if you are able. 

The church wardens are Rachel Lee ( 01743 884419 ) for Middletown and 
Robert Kynaston ( 01743 884253) for Great Wollaston . The other thing 
you can do is set up a direct debit form of giving with our Treasurer Tony 
Hill   (07804 600110) . 

Three Cheers Coffee morning has been missed and we hope all our lovely 
friends are well . It was suspended until September . Until things settle 
down and we have clear guidance from
The Church of England we will continue to keep it on hold . We will be in 
touch as soon as it set to reopen . 

Kind Regards and Best Wishes from
The PCC 
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Great Wollaston & Middletown Churches are inviting everyone to a coffee 
morning once a month in Middletown Village Hall, 10.30 till 12.00pm.
This is an event organised by volunteers on behalf of the Churches as a service 
to the community. The idea is to come along, have some company and make 
new friends .In 2019 it will run on the 4th Tuesday of the month.  It is a free 
event but  people are very kind and donations have helped to cover the village 
hall costs. All the cakes and drinks are donated by the volunteers.

Please continue to support us ! We enjoy your company and need help to eat all 
the cake! 

Future Dates:
28th April    

23rd June    28th july    25th August    22nd September
27th October    24th November    15th December

 

Middletown Three Cheers
Coffee, Cake & Company
Helpers - Roz Evans, Beryl Powell, Tony Hil

Contact – Sue Hill 07761056156

Future dates TBC
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Timetable for Celtic Travel Bus Service X75 (valid from 3 September 2018)
The X75 service leaves FOR  SHREWSBURY from:

Buttington – Green Dragon 0748 0951 1151 1351 1546 1706

Trewern  - Little Chef 0752 0955 1155 1355 1550 1710

Middletown – Breidden Pub 0756 0959 1159 1359 1554 1714

The X75 service leaves FOR  WELSHPOOL from:

Middletown – Breidden Pub 0730 Sch 0955 1155 1355 1505 1705 1825

Trewern – Little Chef 0734 Sch 0959 1159 1359 1509 1709 1829

Buttington – Green Dragon 0738 Sch 1003 1203 1403 1513 1713 1833

 
Mobile Library Bus 

(Route N11) visits
on 3rd Wednesday of the month 
Trewern (Pentre Gwyn estate)

From  12.10-12.20 
Middletown (Car Park) from 

11.45-12.00 

Local Recycling
Paper Bank 

in the car
park of Middletown

Village Hall raises 
money for the Village 

Hall.

Job Opportunity  
Setting Leader 

Buttington Trewern Playgroup 

(Registered charity No 1038011) 

 

Location: Buttington Trewern Community Centre, Trewern, Welshpool, SY21 

8TB   

Hours:           21-25 per week, Monday to Friday mornings, term time only  

Wage:  £10.00 per hour 

 

The successful applicant will have the ability to form excellent relationships 

with children with a clear understanding and experience of how to develop 

their personal & social, emotional, behavioural and academic needs.  

 

They will have at least level 3 qualification in childcare. At least two years’ 

experience of managing a setting, including responsibility for policies and 

legislative requirements is desirable, but not essential. 

 

Good communication and interpersonal skills are needed to work as part of a 

dedicated team and with external agencies. 

 

An enhanced DBS and qualification certificates will be required. 
 

For further information contact: Heidi Foster by email: 

buttingtontrewernplaygroup@gmail.com or by post: FAO Heidi Foster, 

Buttington Trewern Community Centre, Trewern, Welshpool, SY21 8TB 

Closing date: 14th August 2020 

Interviews to be held: Week commencing 24th August 2020 
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Movie quiz to test you and your family

With cinemas closed and no Flicks in the Sticks this quiz should have something for 
everyone.  The questions span the decades.  Family favourites are included and there 
are a few lockdown inspired questions too.

1 Dr Henry Walton is a university professor but as which whip cracking action hero 
is he better known?

2 Where did Harry Potter go to school?

3 Her diary contained dates with Mark and his caddish rival, Daniel Cleaver.  Who is 
she?

4 What is the title of the next James Bond movie the release of which has been 
much delayed by production problems and the coronavirus outbreak?

5 Which British knight’s silent screen persona is widely known as “The Tramp” or 
“The Little Tramp?”

6 In the movie Frozen which song does Elsa sing as she builds the castle?

7 For which movie did Steven Spielberg win his first Oscar for Best Director?

8 Which Alfred Hitchcock thriller is notorious for its shocking “shower scene”?

9 What is the name of Jack Sparrow’s ship in the Pirates of the Caribbean 
franchise?

10 Which musical based upon Romeo & Juliet was a 1960s Oscar winner?

11 Portrayed by Bruce Willis and known for his sardonic one-liners and ribbed cotton 
vest, Detective Lieutenant John McClane appears in which film series?

12 This Hollywood star is currently relishing lockdown in Ireland with his family after 
production of his latest film was halted by Covid-19.  Who is he?

13 Which Broadway show about Danny & Sandy was made into a film with John 
Travolta and Olivia Newton John?

14 Born Anakin Skywalker this character in the Star Wars films is better known by 
what name?

15 A  2011 film featuring Kate Winslet and Jude Law has had renewed popularity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. What is its title?

16 Marion Morrison was the real name of which actor famous for his cowboy roles?

17 The “Swedish Sphinx” had a career in both silent and talking films before retiring 
at the age of 35 because she preferred to be alone.  Who was she?

18 What is the name of the toy Space Ranger who features in the Toy Story films?

19 Taron Egerton from Aberystwyth appears in Rocketman.  Who does he portray?

20 In which film does Judy Garland sing Somewhere Over the Rainbow?

Answers in next issue.

22



23



Window Cleaner
           

Local Service for Residential
& Commercial Properties

Free Quotes & Affordable Rates.

     Mob:  07779837268
   Tel :  01938 570854
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

F  J  ROBERTS  DECORATING 
● Interior & Exterior Decorating 
● Wallpapering           
● Paint Spraying 
● Wall and Floor Tiling 
●

Tel: Frazer Roberts on 07969130011 
Email:  FRA3@ICLOUD.COM 
Public Liability Insurance 

DIY a problem? 
Well no more 

 
Call Peter Whitfield on 

07778162436
No job too small, for example:

 Decking 

 Flat pack assembly 

 Shelves 

 Grass and hedge cutting 

 General odd job 

Email peter@pwservices.co.uk 
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 Flicks in the Sticks
Welshpool Assembly Room in Town Hall:

7.00pm Adult: £3.50, Child £2.50
Tickets on door (Doors open 6.30pm) 

Enquiries:  01938 552043 (Welshpool Tourist Information Centre)

The next scheduled screening will 
be  September 2020
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Powys County Council
County Councillor – Amanda Jenner   -   07800914446

Facebook.com/CllrAmandaJenner/  -  
cllr.amanda.jenner@powys.gov.uk

Dear all,  
 
I hope that you’ve had an enjoyable summer despite us still being in very unusual times. There have 
been lots of things going on during the Covid-19 period and so I apologise for a rather detailed update.  
 
COVID-19 
Due to the lockdown, the Border Gossip was understandably not delivered to all residents in April/May 
and so my update regarding the team of local volunteers did not reach every resident in the ward. Nor 
did the information I put together regarding services, and shops/supplies which were able to deliver to 
our area during lockdown. I shared this information to as many people as I could, including over 
Facebook and I asked residents to share it with those they know who are not online. I hope this 
information reached many of you. 
 
The week before lockdown myself and the Community Council set up a group of local volunteers made 
up of people from across the ward, who delivered leaflets to many of their neighbours and to those they 
were aware of who were isolating or in vulnerable groups. These leaflets offered support and contact 
details to those self-isolating. I’d like to re-iterate that this support network is still in place should anyone 
still be isolating or shielding. Please get in touch with either myself (details below) or Gill Corfield should 
you need to access this support.  
 
Since March, on my Facebook page I have been sharing lots of information about the support available 
to both individuals and businesses during this Covid-19 period. This has included financial support as 
well as health information and services. If you would like to be provided with any of this information, 
please do get in contact with me. 
 
PLANNING 
There have been a number of planning applications submitted during the COVID-19 period. Initially, 
during lockdown the Powys Planning Committee was suspended which meant that local councillors, 
such as myself, could not ask for the committee of councillors to consider an application. Instead, 
Council officers would determine applications. I raised an objection to this and asked for discretion to be 
given in order to allow controversial applications to be delayed until the planning committee was able to 
meet again. The Planning Committee has now been set up to meet remotely and I have been liaising 
with the Council to request that one particular application, submitted prior to the Committee being re-
established, should be allowed to be considered by the Committee. 

BUTTINGTON INCINERATOR UPDATE 
At the start of lockdown, I contacted Broad Energy to ask for an assurance from them that they wouldn't 
start their consultation during the COVID-19 pandemic whilst we are unable to have public face to face 
meetings/gatherings. Such assurance was not provided.  
 
Broad Energy subsequently told me that their plan is to hold a 'virtual consultation'. I asked them to re-
consider this and explained that this would make it difficult for residents who may not have internet 
access or who may not be comfortable speaking on the phone. Also, for such a highly technical 
development, it is much easier to engage face-to-face than remotely. Unfortunately, Broad Energy did 
announce that they still plan to have a 'virtual' consultation. This is particularly disappointing given that 
this development has been in the pipeline for so many years now. Waiting until a consultation can be 
held at a time when public meetings are safe, does not seem unreasonable to me.  It is also 
disappointing because myself and the Community Council had said we would like to hold a public 
meeting during this consultation period. I was also under the impression that Broad Energy had hoped 
to hold a public meeting too.  
 
I have been in discussion with my political colleagues regarding the fact that Welsh Government are 
allowing  'virtual consultations' for highly technical and emotive planning matters such as this. A number 
of questions have been submitted to the Minister on my behalf about this. Also, because of the 
announcement by Broad Energy, I submitted a petition to Welsh Government which called for 
consultations such as these to be delayed until face-to-face meetings can be held again. I am pleased 
that this petition gained sufficient signatures to be considered by the Welsh Parliament Petition’s 
Committee. The Committee considered the petition in July and appreciated the concerns. They agreed 
to write to the relevant Welsh Government Minister regarding the matter and at the time of writing this, I 
am awaiting for a further update.  

26



BUTTINGTON INCINERATOR UPDATE 
At the start of lockdown, I contacted Broad Energy to ask for an assurance from them that they wouldn't 
start their consultation during the COVID-19 pandemic whilst we are unable to have public face to face 
meetings/gatherings. Such assurance was not provided.  
 
Broad Energy subsequently told me that their plan is to hold a 'virtual consultation'. I asked them to re-
consider this and explained that this would make it difficult for residents who may not have internet 
access or who may not be comfortable speaking on the phone. Also, for such a highly technical 
development, it is much easier to engage face-to-face than remotely. Unfortunately, Broad Energy did 
announce that they still plan to have a 'virtual' consultation. This is particularly disappointing given that 
this development has been in the pipeline for so many years now. Waiting until a consultation can be 
held at a time when public meetings are safe, does not seem unreasonable to me.  It is also 
disappointing because myself and the Community Council had said we would like to hold a public 
meeting during this consultation period. I was also under the impression that Broad Energy had hoped 
to hold a public meeting too.  
 
I have been in discussion with my political colleagues regarding the fact that Welsh Government are 
allowing  'virtual consultations' for highly technical and emotive planning matters such as this. A number 
of questions have been submitted to the Minister on my behalf about this. Also, because of the 
announcement by Broad Energy, I submitted a petition to Welsh Government which called for 
consultations such as these to be delayed until face-to-face meetings can be held again. I am pleased 
that this petition gained sufficient signatures to be considered by the Welsh Parliament Petition’s 
Committee. The Committee considered the petition in July and appreciated the concerns. They agreed 
to write to the relevant Welsh Government Minister regarding the matter and at the time of writing this, I 
am awaiting for a further update.  

FLY TIPPING  
Unfortunately there is a growing pile of rubbish along Criggion Lane. The recent domestic rubbish which 
was left on the pile and spread across the road was reported and removed in July. Powys Council 
carried out an investigation and the perpetrator was identified. If you are aware of any fly tipping you 
can report it directly to the County Council. https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/4073/Report-fly-tipping  
 
MOTOCROSS NOISE 
A number of residents have contacted both myself and the Council regarding Motocross noise that was 
regularly coming from the Pool Quay area. The Council is looking into this matter in terms of whether it 
is causing a nuisance and whether those running the Motocross are acting within the permitted use of 
the land.  
 
POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL  
During the Covid-19 pandemic, many council meetings were set up to take place remotely. I have 
continued to attend Powys Council briefings, Health and Care Scrutiny, Foster Panel and Full Council 
meetings during this period. So far, these meetings seem to be well attended with scrutiny going 
particularly well online. I have also joined a cross party working group, set up to consider what steps the 
Council can put in place to meet its environmental targets.  
 
THANK YOU 
Finally I’d like to thank everyone involved within our community who have stepped up during this period. 
This includes: the amazing team of volunteers who have and continue to deliver shopping and more to 
their vulnerable neighbours, to all staff and governors at the school who worked tirelessly to set up 
remote learning, set up outdoor learning areas and new systems for when the children returned prior to 
the Summer. Also to the Community Council for continuing to hold remote meetings and ensure that 
local democracy continues.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Amanda  
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Welshpool Rangers 
For girls aged 14 years

& over 

Meet every Thursday 
Church House, Welshpool 

Ranger Guide Leader 

Judy Evans   01938 570501 

Welshpool Guides 
For girls aged 10 to

14 years 

Meet every Thursday 
Church House Welshpool 

Guide Leader 

Judy Evans 01938 570501 

St Winefrides Catholic Church
  Raven Street, Welshpool. 01938 555657

Father Johnson

Weekly Services - Saturday Vigil Mass - 6-30pm Sunday Mass 9am 

Powysland Museum,
The Canal Wharf, Welshpool 

 

Contact for more info: powysland@powys.gov.uk Tel: 01938 554656

Notice of Temporary Closure issued by Powys CC 

The Powysland Museum temporarily closed to 
allow some of the museum exhibitions to be 
moved and redesigned in order to accommodate 
Welshpool  Library within the building. 
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VIVIENNES 
Ladies Hairdressing  -  Open 6 Days 

29 High Street, Welshpool 
Tel: 01938 553227

LADS & DADS 
Gentlemen’s Barbers  - Open 6 Days 

(8am-2pm Saturday) 
40 High Street, Welshpool 

Foot Health Practitioner
Lorraine Buswell

DipCFHP, MPSPract

Quality Foot care for pain
Relief and comfort

Mob: 07714 244359
Email: buswelluk@yahoo.co.uk

Mobile Service
Treatment in your own home

Do you have a 
business?

The Border gossip is delivered 
to 598 homes in the area. Why 
not advertise with us to reach 

more potential customers?

ADVERTISING IN THE
BORDER GOSSIP

1/8 page - £25 for a year
1/4 page - £50 for a year
1/2 page - £100 for a year

For further information
Contact Marion Hayes:

marionkhayes@hotmail.com

Back at it
Dave Farrow Dip FT&ST

Personal training
sports massage therapy

07964 991777
david.s.farrow@hotmail.co.uk
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